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for you, I will be answerable that all shall go well.'
DILLY. 'Nay, if you will take it upon you, I am sure I
shall be very happy to see them both here.'
Notwithstanding the high veneration which I enter-
tained for Dr. Johnson, I was sensible that he was
sometimes a little actuated by the spirit of contradiction,
and by means of that I hoped I should gain my point. I
was persuaded that if I had come upon him with a direct
proposal, 'Sir, will you dine in company with Jack
Wilkes ? he would have flown into a passion, and would
probably have answered, 'Dine with Jack Wilkes, Sir!
I'd as soon dine with Jack Ketch.' I therefore, while we
were sitting quietly by ourselves at his house in an even-
ing, took occasion to open my plan thus:—'Mr. Dilly,
Sir, sends his respectfuljcompliments to you, and would
be happy if you would do him the honour to dine with
him on Wednesday next along with me, as I must soon
go to Scotland.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, I am obliged to Mr. Dilly.
I will wait upon him—* BOSWELL. 'Provided, Sir, I
suppose, that the company which he is to have, is agree-
able to you.' JOHNSON. 'What do you mean, Sir ?
What do you take me for ? Do you think I am so igno-
rant of the world, as to imagine that I am to pres-
cribe to a gentleman what company he is to have at his
table?1 BOSWELL. *I beg your pardon, Sir, for wishing
to prevent you from meeting people whom you might
not like. Perhaps he may have some of what he calls his
patriotick friends with him.' JOHNSON. 'Well, Sir, and
what then ? What care I for his patriotick friends f
Poh V BOSWELL. 'I should not be surprized to find Jack
Wilkes there/ JOHNSON. 'And if Jack Wilkes should
be there, what is that to me, Sir ? My dear friend, let us
have no more of this. I am sorry to be angry with you;
but really it is treating me strangely to talk to me as if
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